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Pre-Primary School –  Children looking for Sponsors in 2011

Imhoff Waldorf School:
Help nurture the creative spirit  

Waldorf Education
Waldorf schools have a unique and distinctive approach to educating children and are growing in popularity 
worldwide. There are over 900 Waldorf schools and 1 600 Waldorf early childhood programmes in over 60 
countries, 19 of which are in South Africa. 

Waldorf education is wholly child centered – it views each child as a spiritual entity having unique potential and it 
works with what the child needs to develop their will, their feeling and thinking abilities. The dynamic curriculum is 
based on a profound understanding of human development, and considers each of its phases. Waldorf education 
promotes a genuine love and inner enthusiasm for learning; encourages creativity, free-thinking, imagination and 
innate resourcefulness; nurtures respect for self and others; and cultivates emotional and social intelligence. 
Waldorf Education gives children the tools to impart purpose and direction to their lives and allows them to go into 
the world with confidence.

Imhoff Waldorf School
Situated on an underdeveloped farm named Imhoff’s Gift, Imhoff Waldorf School began in 1996 with 20 children 
and one teacher. In 2013 the school has grown to 260 pupils, from Playgroup to High School (class 8 to 10). 

We are a committed community school. We have regular school events, fundraising, craft work and festivals are 
integral to the running of the school and constantly kindle the will to participate allowing parents to experience a 
nurturing force which they then extend into the surrounding communities with our outreach projects.  

We have a strong environmental focus. We have been awarded our green flag for 2012 by the International Eco-
School programme. Our school grounds are still fairly untamed, giving the children an appealing sense of freedom. 
We operate off the grid and use a wind turbine and solar panels to generate electricity. Our class three always 
looks after our vegetable garden, we have a recycling programme and composting bins. 

Because it is our philosophy to welcome children from all cultures, family backgrounds and income groups, to 
afford them the opportunity to benefit from the Waldorf Education system, we keep our fees low and affordable.

Why is sponsorship necessary? 
In South Africa, state education is free to children living in poor neighbourhoods. One of the biggest challenges 
faced in our society is getting education back on track after the devastating effects of apartheid. Alarming num-
bers of children complete primary school without the required level of literacy, numeracy or personal skills to cope 
in high school. Their career dreams are dashed when they quit school in their early teens, or fail school-leaving 
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exams. All parents know that quality education is key to their children’s futures, and many living in Masiphumelele 
and Ocean View – settlements that were created for people labelled ‘black’ and ‘coloured’ during apartheid – are 
choosing Imhoff Waldorf because our child-centered, nurturing and creative environment thrives on cultural diversity. 

Extraordinarily high unemployment means that household budgets are very tight. Large families often depend on one 
earner or small social grants.  Although many parents prioritise spending on education they cannot afford the fees 
that middle-class families pay. Scarce jobs mean that one or both parents often work away from home, and place 
their children in the care of close relatives so that they can attend school. School is an important source of stability 
for children as they and their families try to carve a path to economic security and a positive identity in the new 
South Africa. 

It is important to understand the strategies that enable families to survive under severe pressure. For example, 
Xhosa-speaking residents of Masiphumelele keep close connections with their ancestral homes in the distant rural 
areas, this means that adults and children move back and forth for family or religious ceremonies. As a school, we 
support parents and children in retaining their cultural heritage while building a solid foundation for their education.

Sponsorship Programme

We have a dedicated sponsorship programme and are constantly working to receive more children from previously 
disadvantaged communities and to support them and their families throughout their time spent at the school. The 
programme plays a key role in community enrichment; it aims to foster an integrated community by creating an 
environment of belonging, respect, equality and diversity through empowerment and shared responsibility.  

In order to ensure we were putting our vision into practice, we conducted a series of interviews and consultations 
with the parents, our staff and the children themselves. During the interviews the children came across as being 
very self-confident and articulate. They were not shy to talk to us and tell us about their lives; they were engaging in 
and enjoyed the activities presented to them. We learnt that the children value the warmth, love, respect and honesty 
they find at Imhoff. Another very clear message is that the experiences of home and school are very different, the 
children feel the need for more bridges; so far they have been relying solely on each other. Initiated 2 years ago by 
the sponsorship committee are the parent meetings in Masiphumelele Library. It is apparent that when there is an 
increase in participation with parents, the children feel more supported. We are continuing to meet this year at the 
Siyakhula School in Masiphumelele, and are committed to having a regular craft group during which we can practice 
singing in Xhosa, English and Afrikaans. We would like to extend an invitation to all parents from Imhoff to attend 
these gatherings. 

What is different about us
Limiting the number of children per class allows each teacher to give personal attention to the children. Although 
our resources are limited we always put emphasis on creating a beautiful environment and a loving, nurturing 
atmosphere for the children. It is in the identity of our school, as well as part of our curriculum to establish a strong 
relationship with nature. Ours is a healing approach and we encourage each child to be unique, to accept themselves 
and find their rightful place in the group and in society. 
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“I am very happy that my children are at the Imhoff Waldorf school, thank you so 
much to the sponsorship programme which has helped to take care of my daugh-
ters. They are in a better place, they are getting a better education and they can 
reveal their talents.”

“Sponsorship has brought light to our life and without it I would be stuck in the 
mud. The school has opened my child’s mind to thinking and doing things for him-
self and has taught me that I am another teacher for him, I must help his teacher 
with what I do with him at home so that I can be part of my child’s future.”

  

Rudolf Steiner defined three golden rules  
for Waldorf teachers:

Receive the child in Reverence, 

Educate the child with Love, 

Let the child go forth in Freedom.
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Kindergarten:: ndergar-
ten:
Avezwa Time 2007 04 16
Avezwa is a strong and capable girl. 
She is bright and mischievous! She 
loves sewing; she loves guiding and 
helping the younger children in the 
class. She is a wonderful teacher’s 
assistant.

Kindergarten:: 
Kwakhanya Bless 2007 03 13
Khanya is a beautiful hard working little 
girl who loves to care for and look after 
the dolls.  She draws beautiful pictures 
full of colour and she loves to pick fresh 
flowers for the classroom every day. 
She is quiet and observant and does her 
best in every task that is set to her.  
Khanya has made many new friends and 
has blossomed in her new Kindergarten 
class.  She has a very lovely manner and 
she cares for everybody and everything 
around her. She is finding her way with 
English with more confidence every day 
as her vocabulary grows. 

Kindergarten:
Nezisa Dyanti 2006 06 22 
Nezisa is one of the most special children 
that I have ever met in my career as a 
Teacher.  She is so loving and caring and 
aware of other children’s needs.  She is 
a beautiful leader and a natural example.  
She is very well loved by all children from 
all backgrounds.  She has a very special 
light that shines from her inner self 
bringing hope to life. Nezisa is brave and 
she will need all her courage to face the 
recent loss of her dear mother.  
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Primary School: Class 5
Pamela Duba  2002 08 03
Pamela is steadily progressing at 
school. Her English is improving and 
she is doing very well with her English 
spelling. Pamela enjoys maths and 
her abilities are improving. Pamela is 
friendly, outgoing and helpful. She 
tries hard to do well at everything 
that she does and her positive at-
titude and her capacity for persever-
ance will stand her in good stead for 
the future.

Primary School: Class 6
Nande Ngxoxo  2001 01 25
Nande is struggling with language. 
Bearing in mind that English is not her 
mother tongue this is natural. There 
have been some times in the past year 
where Nande has struggled to contain 
her fiery nature, and yet her resilience 
has prevailed. She makes every effort 
to control her anger and is happy to 
sit down and be counselled. Nande is 
becoming a beautiful young woman and 
I am very proud of her.

Primary School: Class 5
Lisa Mahabhe  2002 02 19
Lisa is a sweet child who always tries her 
hardest. Her abilities with both maths and 
English are improving nicely. Her ability 
to communicate in English has increased 
and she is very helpful especially when you 
have physical tasks that need doing.  Lisa 
wants to learn and quietly takes on each 
opportunity to grow and to learn.

Primary School: Class 1
Debra Masanjala 2006 08 10 
Debra skips into the classroom each morning 
with bright eyes and a cheery greeting for 
everyone. She chatters away to whoever she 
meets showing off the little treasures she found 
on her walk to the classroom  – one day a shiny 
peacock feather and the next a sparkling stone. 
What a delight to have such an enthusiastic 
and responsive little soul in the classroom! She 
listens to our stories with her eyes wide and 
can recount what she has heard as if she had 
been the princess of the story herself – what a 
little character she is! A special image I have of 
Debra is of her sitting ‘sidesaddle’ and singing, 
perched on a little cushion on the front bar of 
her Dad’s bicycle as he transports her to school 
in the mornings. 
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Primary School: Class 7
Aviwe Nowanga  2000 04 14
Aviwe is blossoming at school and 
shows dedication in his work. He loves 
English and Maths in particular and 
continues to take pride in what he 
accomplishes. Football is one of his 
passions and he always joins all the 
boys in his class for a game at break 
times. He dreams of becoming a 
professional footballer.

Primary School: Class 6
Sinokuhle Jamba   2000 11 03
When Sinokuhle enters the classroom in a 
good mood there are the most gorgeous 
dimples in her cheeks and her eyes shine. 
This makes me smile. In spite of some 
trying times in her home life, Sinokuhle is 
a very bright student and I am very happy 
to say that I have seen a vast improve-
ment in her work ethic this year. Her 
writing is superb and I truly believe she is 
striving to do her best. 

Primary School: Class 7
Yamkelani Mashiyi   2000 07 12 
Yamkelani is a bright-natured boy who 
strives to overcome all that holds him 
back. He enjoys maths and has set himself 
many goals for the long and short term. 
Yamkelani wants to work toward travelling 
the world and perhaps even venture to 
outer space!

“ When I am at school I am happy and 
jumpy with excitement…like when I just 
scored a goal in soccer!”
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High School:
The teenage years are sometimes the most difficult years of a person’s life, littered with 
pitfalls and temptations that can be difficult to overcome. It is the time when children are 
most idealistic, and really question their role in life. They are searching for answers to 
deep questions that conventional schools do not answer. Waldorf High school education 
gives them the skills to seek the answers within themselves. 

The Imhoff Waldorf High School has now moved to a beautiful property in Noordhoek. We 
have 3 classes - 8, 9 & 10 and presently have 51 students. This is the beginning of an 
exciting era! We are now able to fulfill the wishes of many children who want to continue 
their education within the Waldorf system and remain in the local area.

“There can be no keener revelation 
of a society’s soul than the way in 
which it treats its children.”

             Nelson Mandela
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High School: Class 10
Yolani Khohlani   1997 01 15
 “I am Yolani Khohlani, I am 16 years 
old.  I am very down to earth and love 
being around people and meeting new 
people and learning more about them and 
where they come from. My experience at 
Imhoff Waldorf has been great.  I enjoy 
it a lot because I am learning in a way I 
understand.  If I don’t understand I get 
the help I need in order to understand 
and I enjoy it.  In fact, I love it!”

High School: Class 10
Lindokuhle Mandyo  1997 05 27
“I’ve been to a Waldorf school for 3 
years now – basically all my high school 
life.  The best part about a Waldorf 
school is that the classes are smaller, 
this brings in more opportunities to 
learn more and ask questions.  It’s a 
huge advantage to be at a Waldorf 
school because teachers concentrate on 
the students individually.  This helps 
because not only some people get to 
understand the work, but everyone does. 
Waldorf kids tend to do better and have 
better results because of the style we 
get taught in.  The three years I’ve 
been here I’ve enjoyed and they have 
been the best years of my school life.”

High School: Class 10
Athabile Duba   1997 10 14 
“Hi my name is Athi.  I am in Grade 
10 at Imhoff Waldorf High School.  
One of the best things of being at 
a Waldorf School is that you get 
to use your imagination, and your 
opinions get heard.  You also have a 
chance to choose what you want and 
you also get chances to do art and 
the teachers give you a chance to 
ask questions.”

Primary School: Class 8
Thokozani Pakati  1999 03 13
“My name is Thokozani Pakati and I 
like to play soccer.  I play soccer for an 
academy called Ubuntu Football which is 
run by a man called Casey Prince.  The 
only other sport that I play is rugby 
but only when I am with my friends.  I 
enjoy being with my friends and playing 
sports. I am also very good at maths 
and I like to work ahead. I like people 
and I am usually good at diffusing the 
tension when there are conflicts.”

Please note that some of the children in this booklet already receive partial sponsorship. 
Thank you for your generosity.
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  THANK YOU!“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change  the world.”

       Nelson Mandela

Iviwe Dyalivane 
sponsored by Vera 
Werhle’s family

Clarah Charewa 
sponsored by Sunniva Horn 
Hermansen’s  Nordstrand 
Waldorfschool

Khanya Jaca  sponsored 
by Christine Steinkrauss

Lefa Tale  
sponsored  
by BUSII

Teboho Mokoena 
sponsored by Heidi 

and David Evans

Hombisa Ngxoxo sponsored by Sunniva Horn Hermansen’s   Nordstrand Waldorf school

Jaun-Lee  

sponsored  

by David Eager

Emihle Lena  

sponsored  

by Storageland

Mandy Mpambani  

sponsored  

by Martin Friedrich

Luyolo Mguli 

sponsored by Sunniva Horn 

Hermansen’s  Nordstrand 

Waldorfschool

Zintle Ngcame 

sponsored by Sunniva Horn Herman-

sen’s  Nordstrand Waldorfschool
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How to Support our sponsorship programme 
• You can make a long-term commitment to an individual child. Being a sponsor means that you will be making a signifi-

cant difference in a child’s life. Such a commitment might cover anything from 1 to 8 years or more, depending on 
the age of the child when joining the school. We believe that this is one of the most important ways to make a positive 
impact. It is chance to develop a relationship with a child and give them a promising future that would otherwise not 
be possible.

• You can make a once-off donation, monthly contribution or yearly contribution to the sponsorship fund. 

• You can make payments for specific school items, such as remedial lessons or buying stationery, for individual 
children.

• You can support our sponsorship programme by donating time or money to support various workshops and initiatives.

• You can help us fund our own school bus to ensure safe and reliable transport for all the sponsored children.

When you become a sponsor for a child you receive photographs, school reports, cards and pictures from the child and 
school newsletters.  We invite you to come and visit the school and are very happy to arrange it whenever is convenient 
for you. 

Fees
Imhoff Waldorf School Fees per month (over 12 months)

Playgroup/Kindergarten:  R1 645/R1835

Classes 1-3:   R2 050  + R350* 

Classes 4-7:  R2 230  + R600* 

Class 8:   R2 880  + R400*

*for remedial, camp, sports programme fees

School fees for 2013 with the approximate conversion in other currencies

2726



Bringing Learning to Life

29
28

How to donate
You can send your donation by check, international money order, or by directly transferring it 

to the following bank account: 

Account name:  Imhoff Waldorf School

Bank:  Standard Bank

Branch:   Fish Hoek

Branch code:  036009

Swift code:  SBZAZAJJ

Account number:  072091401

You may also transfer donations to accounts in Germany and the USA to ‘Freunde der 

Erziehungskunst Rudolf Steiners e.V.’  (Friends of Waldorf Education)  who support our 

sponsorship programme. For this purpose please email berlin@freunde-waldorf-de

Contact Details
Imhoff Farm, Kommetjie

P.O. Box 1206 Sun Valley 7985

Tel: 00 27 21 783 4237

office@imhoffwaldorf.org

www.imhoffwaldorf.org
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Cape Town:
Junior van der Horst, Busii, Storageland, Vera Werhle and 
her family, Ian and Pippa Solomon, Meryl Nesbit and Wendy 
Fritz, Michelle and David Knight, Heidi and David Evans, 
Irene and Bruce Ivy, Alison McCallum and Ryan Jordan

Germany:
Die Freunde der Erziehungskunst Rudolf Steiners
Rudolf Steiner Schule, Coburg
Waldorf School Ravensburg, class funds (Ulrike Nover)
Freie Waldorfschule Trier, class funds (Frau Dissel  
and Herrn Shauer)
Waldorfschule Marburg, class funds (Kiara Korbmacher)
Waldorfschule Evinghausen, class funds (Alexander Piecha)
Remscheid Steiner Schule, class funds (Sabine and 
Christoph Haehne)
Freie Waldorfschule Bremnen-Nord  
(Theresa Klee’s class 7 funds)
Erika and Gunnar Heise
Gisela and Helmut Michaelis
Dieter and Andrea Schroeder 
Sylviane Bahuaud, Clemens Tillman
Friedrich Martin, Wolfgang Baechtle, 
Helmut Garimort, Thomas Morshauser
Wilhelm Sander, Juergen Bleek-Getzieh
Nicola Hinrichs, Christian Backes 
Werner Zoth, Ingo Kuck, Sigrid Mayer
Martina Fischer, Paul & Gabriele Herrmann
Christine and Matthias Steinkrauss
Barbara and Lutz Paikert
Beate and Dr Arne Schmidt
Christian Sander, Gerda von Wechmar
Gertrud Borchard, Michael Becker

Germany : 
Alma Mai
Marie and Ilona Dahmen
Christiane Kuehnert

United Kingdom:
David and Philippa Eager 
Zoe Sarojini Education Trust

Australia:
Tracey Puckeridge, Lisa Phillips

Switzerland:
Marc Friedrichsen

Norway:
Sunniva Horn Hermansen and the Nordstrand Waldorf-
school
Siv and Per Steinkopf 
Anne and Kjetil Hana

Netherlands:
International Hulpfons – Ulric Roldanus

Czech Republic
Dusan Plestil

 

Design: Cecilia Solis-Peralta (cecilia-solis@rsaweb.co.za, 083 415 7133)
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Thank you to our Sponsors!
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