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Who we are
Imhoff Waldorf School provides an education of 
excellence based on Rudolph Steiner’s comprehensive 
understanding of the human being and the development 
of the child. The pedagogy is designed to meet the 
child developmentally, and nurture all dimensions of the 
human being – physical, emotional, intellectual, moral 
and spiritual – and in so doing, prepare the child for 
the challenges and opportunities they will encounter in 
school and throughout life. Teaching is considered and 
practiced as an art, whereby teachers aim not to cram 
learners with knowledge, but to awaken- at the right 
moment - the child’s love of learning.

Our History
The current Imhoff Waldorf School was founded in 1996 
on Imhoff Farm with only one class and one teacher. It 
is one of eighteen Waldorf Schools in South Africa and 
over 1000 worldwide. It has grown into a community that 
encompasses a Parent and Child circle, a Toddler Group, 
two Playgroup classes, three Kindergarten classes and a 
Primary School. 

Rooted in environmental conservation, our school is 
situated amongst the trees in proximity to an animal 
farm, providing a unique rural experience not often 
found within our present urban environment.  We are 
completely powered by solar and wind power and 
enrolled in WESSA’S (Wildlife and Environment Society of 
South Africa) Eco school’s project. We obtained our eco 
school international green flag in 2011.

Imhoff Waldorf School offers a unique solution 
to the challenges of our current education climate. 
Through integrated, holistic education, 
that transcends diverse backgrounds, our approach 
is proven to develop learners into tomorrow’s leaders.

Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human beings 
who are able of themselves to impart purpose and direction to their lives. 
The need for imagination, a sense of truth, and a feeling of responsibility - 
these three forces are the very nerve of education. - Rudolf Steiner
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Why Chose Waldorf?
The Waldorf schooling method develops free human 
beings who are intrinsically motivated to impart direction 
to their lives.
Through the stimulation of creative and integrative 
thinking, children are equipped to apply any given tool 
to the best of its intended purpose and ability, whether 
it is within the context of mathematics, the arts, science, 
technology, entrepreneurship and leadership.

We, as educators, remove hindrances so that children 
can develop in freedom to fulfill their full human potential.

Our inclusive approach
We adopt a strong sense of community. This is developed 
through constant parental involvement and support, 
fundraising projects and an understanding of the 
needs of our pioneering school. The School serves 
the communities of the far Southern Cape Peninsula, 
including Masiphumelele and Ocean View. By 
implementing a dedicated sponsorship programme we 
are constantly working to support more children and 
their families throughout their time spent at our school. 
At present 10 percent of the children attending our 
school are supported by our sponsorship programme. 
The programme enables an environment that fosters 
an integrated community by creating an environment 
of belonging, respect, equality and diversity through 
empowerment and shared responsibility.

Our funding structure
The majority of our school operational funding is secured 
through school fees. Further income is created through 
strong internal fundraising activities, including a Spring 
Fair, Art Auction, 100 Club, Readathon and other smaller 
fundraising initiatives. For more information on our fee 
structures, please contact our enrolment office or visit 
our website.

Bringing learning to life
One of the Waldorf Education’s main strengths that it 
instills a love of learning in each learner. Imagination 
and creativity are fostered in many ways within the 
Waldorf curriculum. 
Waldorf education believes that the mind, body 
and feelings are of equal importance and that an 
integrated human being is able to live more consciously. 
Intelligence lies not only in thinking, but also in feeling 
and willing. Therefore Waldorf education equally values 
the intellect, feelings and actions of each child. All three 
of these aspects are continually worked with in each 
phase of the child’s development.

Receive the children in reverence; educate them in love; 
let them go forth in freedom. - Rudolf Steiner



Toddler Group, Playgroup and Kindergarten

Play and discovery
In Playgroup & Kindergarten children live in a rich world 
of play and discovery. They are living in the realm of 
imitation and absorb the impressions of their environment. 
Great care is therefore taken to provide a, welcoming 
and harmonious environment for the children. Teachers 
focus on the quality of their interactions with each child. 
In our classrooms all toys are made from natural materials 
to reinforce a nurturing environment.  Teachers establish a 
consistent daily rhythm: time spent inside the classroom is 
balanced with creative play outside. 

Inside time
Inside time provides children with opportunities to 
develop their fine-motor skills with creative activities like 
tying, twisting, braiding, stitching, drawing, painting and 
baking. As they transition from playgroup to Kindegarten, 
handwork and crafts become more complex. Storytelling, 
puppetry, circle games, singing and music are an 
important part of the curriculum and help with listening, 
concentration and speech and language development, 
simultaneously nurturing children imaginatively. In 
Kindergarten children also re-enact fairy tales.

Outside time
During outside time, each classroom’s respective garden 
becomes an important part of the curriculum as children 
practice their co-ordination and sense of balance and 
movement. Clay pits, swings, jungle gyms, and climbing 
trees provide children with plenty of opportunities to 
develop their gross motor skills, which are essential 
for later intellectual development. Free creative play 
becomes the building blocks of a strong imagination, 
creative thinking and socialization skills. 
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Feelings are for the soul what food is for the body. - Rudolf Steiner



Primary School

Applied learning
At Primary School level, the earlier stage of imitation 
develops into a need for applied learning with a guiding 
authority. The class teacher becomes the respected and 
readily accepted representative of the world. In Waldorf 
schools the class teacher moves with his or her class 
right through each level of Primary School. This develops 
a sense of security within learners, enhancing learning 
and also helps the teacher to really understand the 
personality, development and progress of each child. 

The curriculum
The curriculum unfolds according to the developmental 
age of the child. Each lesson is planned to meet their 
emotional, physical and intellectual needs and to ensure 
that each child is lovingly guided through the thresholds 
of his or her development. The Waldorf approach to 
all subjects is vast and it enhances the creative and 
intellectual capacity of each learner.

The curriculum is organized around a lively main lesson, 
which is the first lesson of the day and lasts approximately 
two hours. Main lessons concentrate on one subject 
for a period of three to four weeks, which allows for 
uninterrupted focus on a particular theme. For every main 
lesson subject, each learner creates a main lesson book, 
which is a carefully composed and illustrated compilation 
of the classroom experience. Main lessons include 
Mathematics, Geometry, Ancient Civilizations, Mythology, 
English Literature and later Biology, Science, Astronomy, 
Humanities and many more.

The rest of the timetable follows a regular rhythmic 
pattern. Subjects like languages require constant 
repetition; others like mathematics, English literature and 
grammar appear both as regular periods and as main 
lessons. Specialised subjects such as the languages, 
technical skills, Eurythmy and sport are taught by 
specialist subject teachers.

Practical experiences
Practical experiences are also essential to the 
curriculum. Subjects such as handwork, woodwork and 
music are taught to all pupils.
In Waldorf education, subjects are not optional, but 
rather deeply comprehensive with both moral and 
intellectual aspects. Learners are inspired with each 
subject and steadily foster an attitude of wonder, 
reverence and gratitude which in turn leads to a joyous 
enthusiasm and affirmation of life.

Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world. - Nelson Mandela



Named after a dragon-shaped tree found on our 
new premises, this project’s vision is to become 
a place of academic excellence, aesthetic 
beauty and pioneering in terms of environmental 
sensitivity. Our sense of purpose is based in serving 
the educational needs of the various communities 
of the South Peninsula, in particular the nearby 
neighbourhoods of Kommetjie, Ocean View, 
Masiphumulele and Scarbarough. 

The design and structure of the school will be based 
on environmentally sustainable principles, with a 
low-impact and long-term approach that allows 
for sustainable growth. Built with the environment 
in mind,  the development will be as non-invasive 
as possible, working with existing levels, slopes 
and tree population and preserving as much of 
the natural vegetation as possible. An off the grid 
building combined with Waldorf’s unique approach 
to Education, our new school is set to become an 
example of environmental sensitivity while raising an 
eco-conscience generation. 

Pre-School

Primary School 

Waldorf education is now the fastest-growing 
independent school movement in the world.

Watch about the project
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